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OBJECTIVE Each young man will understand that he is part of a wonderful legacy because he belongs
to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

PREPARATION 1. Study the following scriptures: 2 Thessalonians 2:2–3, Matthew 24:11–12, Isaiah 24:5, 
2 Timothy 4:3–4, and Amos 8:11–12.

2. Materials needed:
a. Copies of the scriptures (each young man should bring his own).
b. Pencils for marking scriptures.

3. If they are available in your area, prepare to show The First Vision and Restoration of the
Priesthood from the videocassette Moments from Church History (53145).

NOTE This lesson is prepared to help teachers remind young people of their great heritage as
members of the Lord’s church on earth. The lesson could take two class periods to
present.

SUGGESTED 
LESSON 
DEVELOPMENT There Was a Great Apostasy

Adviser presentation Explain that Jesus Christ established his church when he lived here on earth. He ordained
Apostles and other leaders to lead the Church after his death. These leaders taught the
gospel throughout the world and established many branches of the Church. However, some
people began to change the teachings of the Savior, and many people were deceived.

Write the following references on the chalkboard:

2 Thessalonians 2:2–3

Matthew 24:11–12

Isaiah 24:5

2 Timothy 4:3–4

Amos 8:11–12

Ask the young men to find these scriptures and read them to learn what happened to the
Church after the death of Jesus. After studying the scriptures, each person should be able
to answer these questions:

• What happened to the Church that Jesus established when he lived on the earth?

• How did this happen?

You may want to use some of the following ideas in your discussion:

• In his letter to the Thessalonians, what did Paul say would happen to the Church 
before the second coming of the Savior? (There would be a falling away from the truth. 
See 2 Thessalonians 2:2–3.)

• Matthew recorded the Savior’s prophecy about what would come to pass before His
return to the earth. What was one of the things Jesus said would happen? (False prophets
would deceive many. See Matthew 24:11–12.)

• What did Isaiah say would happen to the ordinances of the gospel? (They would be
changed. See Isaiah 24:5.)

Scriptures and
discussion
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• Why would people turn from the truth? (They would seek teachers who told them what
they wanted to hear, not necessarily the truth. See 2 Timothy 4:3–4.)

• What kind of famine did Amos say would come? (A famine of hearing the words of the
Lord. See Amos 8:11–12.)

The Gospel Was Restored to Earth

Adviser presentation Explain that this falling away from the truth was called the Apostasy. It lasted for many
centuries. Then the time came when the Lord restored his true gospel with all its powers
and blessings through the Prophet Joseph Smith.

Video presentation Show the video presentation entitled The First Vision.

Scripture Review with the young men Joseph Smith’s account of his vision as recorded in Joseph
Smith—History 1:7–26. You may want to read portions of the account. You may want to
assign a young man to tell the story.

Testimony Bear your testimony that the gospel was restored through Joseph Smith. Tell of some 
experience or feeling that helped you to know this truth. Invite the class members to 
share experiences that have helped them know that the true gospel has been restored.

Because the Gospel Has Been Restored, We Have Great Blessings

Adviser presentation Explain that many important things happened after Joseph Smith’s first vision. One of these
was the restoration of priesthood power. The Aaronic and Melchizedek Priesthoods were
restored to the earth.

While Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery were translating the Book of Mormon in May of
1829, they decided to ask the Lord for guidance about baptism. They retired to the woods
to pray, and while they were praying, John the Baptist descended from heaven, laid his
hands upon their heads, and ordained them.

Scripture Ask the young men to read Joseph Smith—History 1:69 to learn what John the Baptist
said. Then review verses 70–72.

Adviser presentation Explain that soon after the restoration of the Aaronic Priesthood, Peter, James, and John,
three of the Lord’s Apostles, conferred the Melchizedek Priesthood upon Joseph Smith 
and Oliver Cowdery. This priesthood included the holy apostleship, which gave them the
authority necessary to organize the Church.

On 6 April 1830, Joseph Smith and about fifty others met in a log cabin on the farm of
Peter Whitmer Sr. in Seneca County, New York. There they organized The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. Section 21 of the Doctrine and Covenants was given at the time
the Church was organized.

Scripture Have the young men read Doctrine and Covenants 21:1–3.

Adviser presentation Explain that from this organization has come the Church we know today. The Church
makes it possible for us to know and worship the Lord Jesus Christ. We can go to
meetinghouses and temples and be taught about the atonement of Jesus Christ. We can
also partake of the sacrament, which reminds us of the great sacrifice Jesus made. We can
learn and keep the commandments of God, which lead to happiness in this life and in the
next. We can be sealed together as families in holy temples.

Video presentation Show the video presentation entitled Restoration of the Priesthood.

We Have a Legacy of Faith

Adviser presentation Explain that many of the people who joined the Church during the first years after its
restoration were people of great faith and courage. They had many trials, especially as they
were driven from their homes and forced to travel thousands of miles to establish homes in
the desolate Salt Lake Valley. No matter where we now live, they have left us an example to 
follow. 



• What do you think enabled the pioneers to endure their severe trials?

Quotation President Gordon B. Hinckley said that stories of the pioneers are expressions of “a
marvelous but simple faith, an unquestioning conviction, that the God of Heaven in his
power will make all things right and bring to pass his eternal purposes in the lives of his
children.

“We need so very, very much a strong burning of that faith in the living God and in his
living, resurrected Son, for this was the great, moving faith of our gospel forebears” (“The
Faith of the Pioneers,” Ensign, July 1984, p. 6).

• What can you learn from stories about the pioneers that can help you in your life?

Conclusion

Quotation Read the following testimony from President Joseph Fielding Smith:

“We believe that following a long night of darkness, unbelief, and departure from the truths
of pure and perfect Christianity, the Lord in his infinite wisdom has again restored to earth
the fullness of the everlasting gospel.

“We know Joseph Smith is a prophet; that the Father and the Son appeared to him in the
spring of 1820 to usher in this final gospel dispensation; that he translated the Book of
Mormon by the gift and power of God; that he received keys and authority from angels
sent for this very purpose; and that the Lord revealed to him the doctrines of salvation.

“We announce that The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is the kingdom of God
on earth, the only place where men may come to learn the true doctrines of salvation and
find the authority of the holy priesthood” (in Conference Report, Apr. 1971, p. 5; or Ensign,
June 1971, p. 4).

Testimony Bear your testimony that the gospel of Jesus Christ has been restored. Help the young
men understand that because of their membership in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints they have a great legacy of faith and truth. Encourage them to develop stronger
testimonies that this church is true, that it was restored through Joseph Smith, and that all
the blessings of eternal life are available to the faithful.

197

Lesson 49


	Contents
	To the Adviser
	1 The Godhead
	2 The Plan of Salvation
	3 Sons of the Living God
	4 I Have the Ability and Freedom to Choose
	5 “How Art Thou Fallen from Heaven, O Lucifer!”
	6 The Fall of Adam
	7 The Atonement Brings Victory over Death and Hell
	8 The Resurrection and Judgment
	9 Justice and Mercy
	10 A Mighty Change
	11 Faith Sufficient to Obtain Eternal Life
	12 Repentance
	13 Receiving Forgiveness As We Forgive
	14 The Sacrament
	15 Enduring to the End
	16 Jesus Christ, the Life and Light of the World
	17 The Holy Ghost
	18 Prayer
	19 Fasting
	20 Tithing—A Spiritual Test
	21 The Role of the Quorum
	22 Duties of Priests
	23 Preparing for the Melchizedek Priesthood
	24 Follow the Prophet
	25 Every Young Man Should Serve a Mission
	26 Blessings of Chastity
	27 The Body Is a Temple
	28 Withstanding Temptation
	29 Sabbath Observance
	30 An Aaronic Priesthood Holder Cherishes Womanhood
	31 Choosing an Eternal Companion
	32 Preparing for the Temple Endowment
	33 Celestial Marriage—A Preparation for Eternity
	34 Obedience
	35 Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ
	36 Patriarchal Blessings
	37 Fruits and Gifts of the Spirit
	38 The Pure Love of Christ
	39 Feasting on the Words of Christ
	40 Doing Missionary Work
	41 Becoming More like Our Savior
	42 Being Humble and Teachable
	43 Thoughts and Language
	44 Service to Others
	45 Strengthening Testimonies by Bearing Them
	46 Effective Home Teaching
	47 Honesty
	48 Preparing to Serve through Education
	49 We Have a Wonderful Legacy
	50 To the Quorum Adviser: Organizing Lessons from General Conference Addresses
	Picture Section



