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We Have a Wonderful Legacy

OBJECTIVE Each young woman will understand that she is part of a wonderful legacy because she
belongs to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

PREPARATION 1. Study the following scriptures: 2 Thessalonians 2:2–3; Matthew 24:11–12; Isaiah 24:5; 
2 Timothy 4:3–4; Amos 8:11–12.

2. If available in your area, prepare to show The First Vision and Restoration of the Priesthood
from the videocassette Moments from Church History (53145).

3. Assign young women to present any stories, scriptures, or quotations you wish.

Note: This lesson is prepared to help teachers remind young people of their great 
heritage as members of the Lord’s Church on earth. The lesson will probably take two
class periods to present.

SUGGESTED 
LESSON 
DEVELOPMENT There Was a Great Apostasy

Teacher presentation Explain that Jesus Christ established his Church when he lived here on earth. He
ordained Apostles and other leaders to lead the Church after his death. These leaders
taught the gospel throughout the world and established many branches of the Church.
However, some people began to change the teachings of the Savior, and many people
were deceived.

Scripture activity Write the following scriptures on the chalkboard:

2 Thessalonians 2:2–3

Matthew 24:11–12

Isaiah 24:5

2 Timothy 4:3–4

Amos 8:11–12

Ask the young women to find these scriptures and read them to learn what happened to
the Church after the death of Jesus. After studying the scriptures, each person should be
able to answer these questions:

Discussion • What happened to the Church that Jesus established when he lived on the earth?

• How did this happen?

You may want to use some of the following ideas in your discussion:

• In his letter to the Thessalonians, what did Paul say would happen to the Church before
the second coming of the Savior? (There would be a falling away from the truth; see 
2 Thessalonians 2:2–3.)

• Matthew recorded the Savior’s prophecy about what would come to pass before his
return to the earth. What was one of the things Jesus said would happen? (False prophets
would deceive many; see Matthew 24:11–12.)

• What did Isaiah say would happen to the ordinances of the gospel? (They would be
changed; see Isaiah 24:5.)

• Why would people turn from the truth? (They would seek teachers who told them
what they wanted to hear, not necessarily the truth; see 2 Timothy 4:3–4.)
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• What kind of famine did Amos say would come? (A famine of hearing the words of the
Lord; see Amos 8:11–12.)

The Gospel Was Restored to Earth

Teacher presentation Explain that this falling away from the truth was called the Apostasy. After the Apostasy,
the true Church was not on the earth for many centuries. Then the time came when the
Lord restored his true gospel with all its powers and blessings through the Prophet
Joseph Smith.

Video presentation Show the video presentation titled The First Vision.

Scripture account Review with the young women Joseph Smith’s account of his vision as recorded in Joseph
Smith—History 1:7–26. You may want to read portions of the account. You may want to
assign a young woman to tell the story.

Testimony Bear your testimony that the gospel was restored through Joseph Smith. Tell of some
experience or feeling that helped you to know this truth. Invite the class members to
share experiences that have helped them know that the true gospel has been restored.

(You could end the first portion of the lesson here.)

Because the Gospel Has Been Restored, We Have Great Blessings

Teacher presentation Explain that many important things happened after Joseph Smith’s first vision. One of
these was the restoration of priesthood power. The Aaronic and Melchizedek Priesthoods
were restored to the earth.

While Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery were translating the Book of Mormon in May of
1829, they decided to ask the Lord for guidance about baptism. They retired to the woods
to pray, and while they were praying, John the Baptist descended from heaven, laid his
hands upon their heads, and ordained them to the Aaronic Priesthood.

Scripture Ask the young women to read Joseph Smith—History 1:69 to learn what John the Baptist
said. Then review verses 70–72.

Teacher presentation Explain that soon after the restoration of the Aaronic Priesthood, Peter, James, and John,
three of the Lord’s Apostles, conferred the Melchizedek Priesthood upon Joseph Smith
and Oliver Cowdery. This priesthood included the Holy Apostleship, which gave them
the authority necessary to organize the Church.

On 6 April 1830, Joseph Smith and about fifty others met in a log cabin on the farm of
Peter Whitmer, Sr., in Seneca County, New York. There they organized The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Section 21 of the Doctrine and Covenants was given at
the time the Church was organized.

Scripture Have the young women read Doctrine and Covenants 21:1–3.

Teacher presentation Explain that from this organization has come the wonderful Church we know today. The
Church makes it possible for us to know and worship the Lord Jesus Christ. We can go to
meetinghouses and temples and be taught about the atonement of Jesus Christ. We can
also partake of the sacrament, which reminds us of the great sacrifice Jesus made. We can
learn the commandments of God, which lead to happiness in this life and in the next. We
can be sealed together as families in holy temples.

Video presentation Show the video presentation titled Restoration of the Priesthood.

We Have a Legacy of Faith

Teacher presentation Explain that many of the people who joined the Church during the first years after its
restoration were people of great faith and courage. They had many trials, especially as
they were driven from their homes and forced to travel thousands of miles to establish
homes in the desolate Salt Lake Valley. No matter where we now live, they have left us an
example to follow. 

Story Tell the following story about a young pioneer girl:
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Mary Goble Pay, who was called Polly, was thirteen years old when she crossed the
plains to the Salt Lake Valley. She and her family had been converted in England. They
had a wagon and two yoke of oxen and were assigned to travel with one of the handcart
companies. They suffered greatly but were sustained by their great faith in God. Polly
later wrote about her experiences as follows:

“We traveled from fifteen to twenty-five miles a day . . . till we got to the Platte River. . . .
We caught up with the handcart companies that day. We watched them cross the river.
There were great lumps of ice floating down the river. It was bitter cold. The next
morning there were fourteen dead. . . . We went back to camp and had our prayers 
and . . . sang ‘Come, Come Ye Saints, No Toil Nor Labor Fear.’ I wondered what made 
my mother cry that night. . . . The next morning my little sister was born. It was the
twenty-third of September. We named her Edith. She lived six weeks and died. . . . She
was buried at the last crossing of the Sweetwater.

“When we arrived at Devil’s Gate it was bitter cold. We left many of our things there. . . .
My brother James . . . was as well as he ever was when we went to bed that night. In the
morning he was dead. . . .

“My feet were frozen; also my brother’s and my sister’s. It was nothing but snow. We
could not drive the pegs in our tents. . . . We did not know what would become of us.
Then one night a man came to our camp and told us . . . Brigham Young had sent men
and teams to help us. . . . We sang songs; some danced, and some cried. . . .

“My mother never got well. . . . She died between the Little and Big Mountains. . . . She
was forty-three years of age. . . .

“We arrived in Salt Lake City nine o’clock at night the eleventh of December, 1856. Three
out of the four that were living were frozen. My mother was dead in the wagon. . . .

“Early next morning Brigham Young came. . . . When he saw our condition, our feet
frozen and our mother dead, tears rolled down his cheeks. . . .

“The doctor amputated my toes . . . while the sisters were dressing mother for her 
grave. . . . That afternoon she was buried.

“I have often thought of my mother’s words before we left England. ‘Polly, I want to go to
Zion while my children are small so that they can be raised in the Gospel of Jesus Christ’ ”
(quoted in Gordon B. Hinckley, “The Faith of the Pioneers,” Ensign, July 1984, pp. 5–6).

• What do you think enabled Mary and other pioneers to endure these severe trials?

Quotation President Gordon B. Hinckley said that this story “is representative of the stories of
thousands. It is an expression of a marvelous but simple faith, an unquestioning
conviction, that the God of Heaven in his power will make all things right and bring 
to pass his eternal purposes in the lives of his children.

“We need so very, very much a strong burning of that faith in the living God and in 
his living, resurrected Son, for this was the great, moving faith of our gospel forebears”
(“The Faith of the Pioneers,” p. 6).

• What can you learn from Mary’s story that can help you in your life?

Conclusion

Quotation Read the following testimony from President Joseph Fielding Smith:

“We believe that following a long night of darkness, unbelief, and departure from the
truths of pure and perfect Christianity, the Lord in his infinite wisdom has again restored
to earth the fullness of the everlasting gospel.

“We know Joseph Smith is a prophet; that the Father and the Son appeared to him in the
spring of 1820 to usher in this final gospel dispensation; that he translated the Book of
Mormon by the gift and power of God; that he received keys and authority from angels
sent for this very purpose; and that the Lord revealed to him the doctrines of salvation.

“We announce that The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is the kingdom of God
on earth, the only place where men may come to learn the true doctrines of salvation and 

Lesson 14



52

find the authority of the holy priesthood” (in Conference Report, Apr. 1971, p. 5; or
Ensign, June 1971, p. 4).

Testimony Bear your testimony that the gospel of Jesus Christ has been restored. Help the young
women understand that because of their membership in The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, they have a great legacy of faith and truth. Encourage them to develop
stronger testimonies that this Church is true, that it was restored through Joseph Smith,
and that all the blessings of eternal life are available to the faithful.



Learning about Family History
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