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Saints Serve  
across Africa

Church members across the 
African continent spent Saturday, 
August 21, 2010, improving their 
communities as part of the 2010 
All-Africa Helping Hands Day.

This year, the Aba Nigeria 
Stake invited several communi-
ty-based youth groups to part-
ner with them, bringing together 

more than 1,000 people. In 
the Umuahia Nigeria District, 
more than 100 members from 
six branches cut grass, trimmed 
flowers, and cleaned the gutters 
and grounds of the Broadcasting 
Corporation of Abia State.

In Accra, Ghana, branches 
were assigned to clean up 
various areas, including hos-
pitals, children’s schools, and 
police stations. Some members 
were assigned to fill potholes or 
to clear storm drains that had 
become clogged.

Wherever the members went 
in their Helping Hands vests, 
grateful communities wel-
comed their help. The rector of 
Abia State Polytechnic told the 

far from other Church members to attend either 
released-time or daily seminary classes, the 
home-study seminary program was established. 
Home-study students spend four days each week 
studying assigned material independently, then 
gather with other home-study students once a 
week to discuss what they’ve learned.

A Stone Cut without Hands
Today, seminary classes are held in every state 

in the United States and in 140 countries around 
the world. In 1948 Canada became the first coun-
try outside the United States to hold seminary. 
With the spread of early-morning seminary, 
Mexico followed in 1958, Finland and Germany 
in 1962, Japan in 1963, Panama in 1964, and more 
countries over the years. Most recently, seminary 
classes were established in 2008 in the countries 
of Benin, Georgia, and Morocco.

As seminary spreads around the world, a 
worldwide community of seminary students is 
developing. No matter where seminary students 
live, they memorize the same scripture-mastery 
verses, study the same passages of scripture, feel 
the same Spirit as their testimonies grow, and 
work to build the same kingdom.

Blessings from Sacrifice
Seminary students, whether they attend 

released-time, daily, or home-study seminary, 
make sacrifices that bring them closer to Heavenly 
Father.

“When a 15-year-old decides, ‘I’m going to get 
up at 5:00 a.m. for seminary,’ not only is that a 
sacrifice, but that use of agency is a statement to 
Heavenly Father that is returned with a blessing,” 
Brother Haws said.

Those blessings are as real today as they were 
60 years ago, and seminary in all its forms contin-
ues to bless the lives of youth all over the world. ◼
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volunteers, “In an era where 
everybody is asking what the 
government will do for them, it is 
a welcome development to have 
an organization that continuously 
provides service to humanity.” ◼

Triple Combination 
now Available in 
Indonesian

An Indonesian version of 
the triple combination is now 
available, making it possible for 
Indonesian speakers to have the 
Book of Mormon, Doctrine and 
Covenants, and Pearl of Great 
Price bound together in their 
own language. A new edition 
of the Book of Mormon in 
Indonesian is also available.

The Indonesian triple is also 
available online. The online ver-
sion includes footnotes, maps, 
and photographs and allows 
readers to mark the scriptures 
and perform key word searches. 
It can be accessed at scriptures 
.lds.org/ind.

There are more than 6,000 
Indonesian-speaking members 
of the Church worldwide, most 
of them in Indonesia, Malaysia, 
and the United States. Indonesia 
is the fourth-most populous 
nation in the world.

The First Presidency has 
encouraged members to 
acquire their own scriptures 
and to use them in regular 
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study, in Church meetings, and 
for Church assignments. ◼

Program Inducted 
into hall of Fame

Music and the Spoken Word, 
the weekly broadcast of the 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir, has 
been inducted into the Radio 
Hall of Fame in the United States. 
The broadcast was selected after 
a board of officials nominated 
programs for induction and the 

public voted for their favorite 
programs and personalities.

Music and the Spoken Word 
won the National Pioneer cate-
gory, which honors broadcasters 
who have given at least 10 years 
of service to the radio industry 
and have been leaders in devel-
oping or improving radio pro-
gramming at the national level.

Music and the Spoken  
Word is the longest-running 
radio broadcast in the United 
States. The first broadcast took 

place on July 15, 1929.
The program is carried on 

more than 2,000 radio stations, 
television stations, and cable 
systems. It is also available 
online at musicandthespoken 
word.org. From the home page, 
click on Listen Live and follow 
the link for online streaming. ◼

The weekly 
Music and the 
Spoken Word 
broadcast has 
been inducted 
into the Radio 
Hall of Fame.
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Church Releases Mobile 
Phone Apps

The Church has released 
mobile phone applications 
to help members study the 
gospel even on the go. The 
Gospel Library appli-
cation allows users to 
bookmark, highlight, and 
make notes as they read 
from the scriptures, gen-
eral conference talks, 
and Sunday manuals. 
The Mormon Channel 
application broadcasts 
the Church’s official radio 
station and contains the 
scriptures, general conference 
talks, and Church magazines. 
Visit mobile.lds.org for infor-
mation about compatibility.
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Los Angeles Temple Visitors’ 
Center Reopens

The Los Angeles Temple 
Visitors’ Center reopened on 
August 7, 2010, after two years 
of remodeling. The center high-
lights the history of the Church 
in Southern California while 

focusing on fundamental 
principles of the gospel. 

The 12,000-square-foot 
(1,100 square meter) 
building includes several 
areas for exhibits and 
two theaters. Its center-

piece is an 11-foot (3.4 
meter) replica of 
the Christus statue, 
which is visible 
from outside the 
visitors’ center.

200 Million More Records 
Now Available Online

FamilySearch.org  
released more than 200  
million new searchable 
records in August 2010,  
bringing the total records 
available on the Records 
Search site to 700 million.  
To access the free collections, 
visit Pilot.FamilySearch.org  
or beta.family search.org.  
The increased records  
availability is possible  
in large part because of 
the 350,000 Family Search 
Indexing volunteers  
worldwide who transcribe 
images of historical records  
to make them digitally  
searchable. ◼




