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Learning by Doing
Kwan Wah Kam of Hong Kong first decided to 

plant a garden to supplement her home storage. 
She had never attempted to grow her own food 
but assumed she could learn all she needed to 
know by reading books. 

Although the information she found was 
helpful, Kwan soon discovered that the greatest 
lessons she learned came through the process of 
actually planting the garden. With each additional 
year of experience, she has learned more about 
the best soil to use for different seeds, how to 
distinguish between good seeds and bad seeds, 
different ways to water and fertilize plants, and 
the best seasons to grow various vegetables. 

The lessons Kwan learned were not limited to 
gardening alone, however. One evening, a terrible 
storm threatened to destroy her garden. In the 
morning, she was surprised to discover that the 
plants were not damaged, but instead, grew stron-
ger from the additional water. 

“From that experience, I learned that with faith 
in God, we can become stronger as we face our 
trials and difficulties with courage,” Kwan says. 
“The blessings I have received from gardening are 
both temporal and spiritual.” ◼

TEMPLE NEWS

President Monson 
Breaks Ground  
in Rome

President Thomas S. 
Monson broke ground for the 
Rome Italy Temple on 
October 23, 2010. Announced 
two years earlier, the three-
story, 40,000-square-foot 

center, a family history center, 
and patron housing. 

Temple Underway  
in Argentina

Elder Neil L. Andersen of 
the Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles broke ground for a 
temple in Córdoba, Argentina, 
on October 30, 2010. The 
site was home to one of the 
Church’s earliest chapels in 
Argentina. “How wonderful 
that its final purpose will be 
to embrace the house of the 
Lord,” said Elder Andersen. 
The temple will be the second 
in Argentina. There is also a 
temple in Buenos Aires. 

Ground Broken  
in Gilbert, Arizona 

Elder Claudio R. M. Costa of 
the Presidency of the Seventy 
broke ground for the Gilbert 
Arizona Temple on November 13, 
2010. The Gila Valley Arizona 
and Gilbert Arizona Temples, 
announced on April 26, 2008, 
were the first temples 
announced by President 
Thomas S. Monson after he 
became president of the Church. 
The Gilbert Arizona Temple will 
be Arizona’s fourth temple. A 
fifth, the Phoenix Arizona 
Temple, is still in the planning 
stages. ◼

“There have been very few years in my life 
when I have not been responsible for a garden. 
Even now as a city condominium dweller, I still 
plant and harvest a garden each year. . . . Each 
spring as I look over an insignificant, small seed 
and place it in a well-prepared seed bed, I marvel 
at how much it will produce.” 
Elder L. Tom Perry of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, 
“The Law of the Harvest,” New Era, Oct. 1980, 4.

President Thomas S. Monson 
broke ground for the Rome Italy 
Temple on October 23, 2010.

(3,700 square meter) temple 
will be the twelfth in Europe 
and the first in Italy. When 
completed, it will serve mem-
bers in Italy and neighboring 
countries. The 15-acre (6 ha) 
site will become a religious 
and cultural center that 
includes a multifunctional 
meetinghouse, a visitors’ 


